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troublesome paralytic condition of the bowels after operation,
would not be likely to succeed in these cases. It is not
simply a question of contraction of the anal sphincter. Gas
does not always get down as far as the rectum in this con-
dition of general paralysis of the intestines. In my cases the
rectal tube was repeatedly used in addition to othermeasures,
but its use in abdominal operation cases, in which there is
any flatulent distension, is so much a matter of course I did
not mention it in my report. The tube is left in the rectum
for ten minutes at a time, and any gas that is retained by
contraction of the anal sphincter is at once liberated. In
the less severe cases of flatulent distension this often at once
relieves the condition. With such a simple method available,
I see no object in stretching the anal sphincter at the time of
operation.-I am, etc.,

Clifton, Feb. 22nd. CHARLES A. MORTON.

AN INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE OF SCIENCE.
SIR,-As one who has always taken a deep interest in

languages generally, and in a universal language in particular,
I have read your article on the above subject with great
pleasure, as it expresses opinions I have held for a long time.
If it is too much to expect the advent of a universal language
for daily and general use, there certainly are no reasons want-
ing why scientific men all the world over should not come to
an understanding in the matter, and what language can serve
the purposes of an international scientific language better
than Latin? It is a subject of education in all civilised
countries, it is one of thefewlinks which join cultured menand
women no matter what their nationality, it is a distinguishing
feature of all those who have had a university training, and in
that I include the medical curriculum, and it carries along
with it a sort of superiority not possessed by the general
populace. Who has not noticed the important air which
public speakers love to assume by means of well-known Latin
quotations ? They know this to be the surest way to acquire
the reputation of being educated and well-read gentlemen.
lt is usual on the Continent, and to a less extent in this
country, for medical men to converse in Latin when engaged
in a consultation in the presence of the patient, and it cannot
be denied that such a course is sure to have an effect favour-
able to the dignity of the medical profession.

If the BRITISH MEDICAL JOuRNAL, representing perhaps the
largest Association of medical men in the world, should com-
mence an agitation to establish Latin as an international
scientific language, I feel sure other scientific journals in
various countries would follow the lead, and we might not
then be so far from the day when international congresses
would have one official language, and one only.
In the meantime, may I venture to make a suggestion to

you, Sir, and to ask you to give it your careful consideration?
How would it be ifyou were to make a beginning by publishing
the EPITOME of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL in Latin? Culled
as it is from medical journals written in different languages,
it appears to me particularly adapted for such an innovation,
which would have, moreover, the additional great advantage
of serving to refresh the memory of those whose Latin has
become somewhat rusty since they have left the schcol
benches for the armchair of the consulting room.-I am. etc.,
Manichester, Feb. xIth. JOSEPH DULBERG, M.D.

TEIE " SOCIETY OF PUBLIC ANALYSTS."
SIR,-In view of the press reports of the proceedings at a

recent dinner of the Society which is still incorrectly called
the " Society of Public Analysts," we venture to ask you to
give publicity to the following statement:
The title, "Public Analyst," is legally applicable only to

certain scientific officers appointed by specified public autho-
rities under the provisions of the Sale of Food and Drugs
Acts, whose qualifications have been approved and whose
appointments have been sanctioned by the Local Government
Board.
At the present time only about 28 per cent. of the members

of the Society referred to are public analysts, owing to the
fact that, as stated by its President, " the Society has widened
its borders, and now includes other analytical chemists " and
persons concerned "with all branches of the chemical in-
dustry "-an expression of obviously wide application. The

President is also reported to have said that " the great object
of the Society was to ensure that its members were possessed
of proper qualifications "-a statement 'which if left uncor-
rected may cause serious misapprehension.
The Society in question is not in any sense a qualifying

body, and its rules contain no specific requirements as to the
scientific qualifications of candidates for admission to it
beyond the mere fact that each candidate must be recom-
mended by three of the members, who testify "from personal
knowledge" to his "scientific fitness." Indeed, one of the
previous presidents of the Society, when under examination
before the late Food Products Committee of the House of
Commons, found himself compelled to admit that member-
ship of the Society did not imply the possession of any special
qualifications.
The only qualifying body connected with the profession of

analytical and consulting chemistry is the Institute of
Chemistry of Great Britain and Ireland, which was incor-
porated by Royal Charter in i885, and which, under that
Charter, grants diplomas of Associateship and Fellowship to
candidates who, having gone through prescribed courses of
study and training, have passed the examinations conducted
by the Institute.
From the facts stated above it will be seen that the Society

referred to does not and cannot properly represent the public
analysts of the country, that it cannot justifiably be described
as a Society of Public Analysts, and that it is in no sense a
qualifying body.-We are, etc.,

J. CARTER BELL,
Public Analyst for the County of Cheshire and
the Boroughs of Salford, Birkenhead, etc.

C ARLEs E. CASSAL
Public Analyst for the City of Westminster, the
Royal Borough of Kensington, the Metro
politan Borough of Battersea, and the County
of Lincoln (Kesteven and Holland Divisions).

J. KEAR COLWELL,
Public Analyst for the Metropolitan Boroughs
of Finsbury and Holborn and the Borough of
Bedford.

C. HOWARD CRIBB,
Public Analyst for the City of Westminster and
the Metropolitan Borough of Fulham.

W. F. KEATING STOCK,
Public Analyst for the County of Durham and

February 22nd. the Borough of West Hartlepool.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.
SIR,-I send you a few statistics concerning the Passes and

Rejections of the Final Fellowship Examination of the above
College, as they may be instructive to those of your readers
who have followed my recent correspondence in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL:

Year. Pass. Reject. Total Candidates.

x897 5 7 12

I898 is 5 23

I899 10 4 14

I900 35 0 35

I901* Iz I 39t

* Up to February. t One examination.
I can hardly expect that the President, Vice-President, and

Council of the College will so far relax the reticence they
have hitherto observed towards the letters of mine which
appeared in the JOURNAL, but should they do so an explana-
tion as to whether the Charter witnesses were present at any
Fellowship examination in I900 would be of interest.

It seems hardly possible to believe that of 35 candidates for
Fellowship in a given year the average answering should be
so rich in success as was the case in I9oo; unless, indeed,
there were some explanation which the ordinary practitioner
has overlooked. My affidavits to the Secretary of State and
to the General Medical Council prove positively that in
February of last year the prescribed Charter witnesses were
not present at any part of the said examination..-I am, etc.,
Dublin, F'eb. 24th. S. WESLEY WILSON.


